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prescribed by §1203.400 despite the pas-
sage of time will continue to be pro-
tected in accordance with ‘‘the Order.”

[48 FR 5891, Feb. 9, 1983]

§1203.601 Responsibilities.

Authorized officials with Declas-
sification Authority (DCA) may declas-
sify or downgrade information that is
subject to the final classification juris-
diction of NASA and shall take such
action in accordance with the provi-
sions of this subpart F.

[44 FR 34913, June 18, 1979, as amended at 78
FR 5120, Jan. 24, 2013]

§1203.602 Authorization.

Information shall be declassified or
downgraded by an authorized DCA offi-
cial. If that official is still serving in
the same position, the originator’s suc-
cessor, a supervisory official of either,
or officials delegated such authority in
writing by the Administrator or the
Chairperson, NISPC, may also make a
decision to declassify or downgrade in-
formation.

[78 FR 5120, Jan. 24, 2013]

§1203.603 Systematic review for de-
classification:

(a) General. (1) NASA must establish
and conduct a program for systematic
declassification review of NASA-origi-
nated records of permanent historical
value exempted from automatic declas-
sification under section 3.3 of this
Order. The NASA Office of Protective
Services shall prioritize the review of
such records in coordination with the
Center Protective Service Offices.

(2) The Archivist shall conduct a sys-
tematic declassification review pro-
gram for classified records:

(i) Accessioned into the National Ar-
chives;

(ii) Transferred to the Archivist pur-
suant to 44 U.S.C. 2203; and

(iii) For which the National Archives
serves as the custodian for an agency
or organization that has gone out of
existence.

(3) The Chairperson, NISPC, shall
designate experienced personnel to as-
sist the Archivist in the systematic re-
view of U.S. originated information
and foreign information exempted from
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automated declassification. Such per-
sonnel shall:

(i) Provide guidance and assistance
to the National Archives and Records
Service in identifying and separating
documents and specific categories of
information within documents which
are deemed to require continued classi-
fication; and

(ii) Develop reports of information or
document categories so separated, with
recommendations concerning contin-
ued classification.

(iii) Develop, in coordination with
NASA organizational elements, guide-
lines for the systematic review for de-
classification of classified information
under NASA’s jurisdiction. The guide-
lines shall state specific limited cat-
egories of information which, because
of their national security sensitivity,
should not be declassified automati-
cally, but should be reviewed to deter-
mine whether continued protection be-
yond 25 years is needed. These guide-
lines are authorized for use by the Ar-
chivist and the Director of the Infor-
mation Security Oversight Office, with
the approval of the Senior Agency Offi-
cial, which is the Assistant Adminis-
trator, Office of Protective Services,
for categories listed in section 3.3 of
the Order. These guidelines shall be re-
viewed at least every five years and re-
vised as necessary, unless an earlier re-
view for revision is requested by the
Archivist. Copies of the declassifica-
tion guidelines promulgated by NASA
will be provided to the Information Se-
curity Oversight Office, National Ar-
chives and Records Administration
(NARA). All security classified records
exempt from automatic declassifica-
tion, whether held in storage areas
under installation control or in Federal
Records Centers, will be surveyed to
identify those requiring scheduling for
future disposition.

(A) Classified information or mate-
rial over which NASA exercises exclu-
sive or final original classification au-
thority and which is to be declassified
in accordance with the systematic re-
view guidelines shall be so marked.

(B) Classified information or mate-
rial over which NASA exercises exclu-
sive or final original classification au-
thority and which, in accordance with
the systematic review guidelines is to
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be kept protected, shall be listed by
category by the responsible custodian
and referred to the Chairperson, NASA
Information Security Program Com-
mittee. This listing shall:

(1) Identify the information or mate-
rial involved.

(2) Recommend classification beyond
25 years to a specific event scheduled
to happen or a specific period of time
in accordance with the Order.

(3) The Administrator shall delegate
to the Senior Agency Official the au-
thority to determine which category
shall be kept classified and the dates or
event for declassification.

(4) Declassification by the Director of
the Information Security Oversight Of-
fice (DISOO). If the Director deter-
mines that NASA information is classi-
fied in violation of the Order, the Di-
rector may require the information to
be declassified. Any such decision by
the Director may be appealed through
the NASA ISPC to the National Secu-
rity Council. The information shall re-
main classified pending a prompt deci-
sion on the appeal.

(b) [Reserved]

[78 FR 5120, Jan. 24, 2013]

§1203.604 Mandatory review for de-
classification.

(a) Information covered. Except as pro-
vided in paragraph (b) of this section,
all information classified under the
Order or predecessor orders shall be
subject to a review for declassification
by the originating agency if:

(1) The request for a review describes
the document or material containing
the information with sufficient speci-
ficity to enable the agency to locate it
in a reasonably timely manner;

(2) The document or material con-
taining the information responsive to
the request is not contained within an
operational file exempted from search
and review, publication, and disclosure
under 5 U.S.C. 552 in accordance with
law; and

(3) The information is not the subject
of pending litigation.

(b) Presidential papers. Information
originated by the President or Vice
President; the President’s White House
Staff, or the Vice President’s Staff;
committees, commissions, or boards
appointed by the President; or other
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entities within the Executive Office of
the President that solely advise and as-
sist the President are exempted from
the provisions of paragraph (a) of this
section. However, the Archivist shall
have the authority to review, down-
grade, and declassify papers or records
of former Presidents and Vice Presi-
dents under the control of the Archi-
vist pursuant to 44 U.S.C. 2107, 2111,
2111 note, or 2203. Procedures developed
by the Archivist shall provide for con-
sultation with agencies having primary
subject matter interest and shall be
consistent with the provisions of appli-
cable laws or lawful agreements that
pertain to the respective Presidential
papers or records. Agencies with pri-
mary subject matter interest shall be
notified promptly of the Archivist’s de-
cision. Any final decision by the Archi-
vist may be appealed by the requester
or an agency to the Panel. The infor-
mation shall remain classified pending
a decision on the appeal.

(c) Submission of requests for review.
Requests for mandatory review of clas-
sified information shall be submitted
in accordance with the following:

(1) Requests originating within
NASA shall, in all cases, be submitted
directly to the NASA Office of Protec-
tive Services.

(2) For the most expeditious action,
requests from other Governmental
agencies or from members of the public
should be submitted directly to the
NASA Office of Protective Services
only. The requestor may submit the re-
quest to: National Aeronautics and
Space Administration (NASA), Central
Registry, 300 E Street SW., Washington
DC 20546, Attention: Office of Protec-
tive  Services/Information Security
Program Manager. The phrase, ‘‘Man-
datory Declassification Review,” must
be stated in the request.

(d) Requirement for processing. (1) Re-
quests which are submitted under the
Freedom of Information Act cannot be
processed under the MDR process.

(2) The request describes the docu-
ment or material containing the infor-
mation with sufficient specificity, such
as accession numbers, box titles or
numbers, date and title of document, in
any combination, to enable NASA to
locate it with a reasonable amount of
effort, not to exceed 30 days. If more
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